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What we do



How we’ll spend our together

• An overview of what is in this new parliamentary bill

• Tell you how a bill goes through parliament

• Talk about how together we can try and change the bill

• Share ideas about how to make things better!

Some of what we discuss may make you feel uncomfortable, if that 
is the case, please send a private message to Julia.



What is in this new Bill (according to our government) 





What we think this means

•Make it harder for people to seek asylum 

• Criminalise people with credible and legal asylum claims just 
based on how they arrive in the UK  

•Make it quicker for people to be removed unfairly and 
without proper legal advice 

• Criminalise people for helping people to reach our shores  

Overall, we think its an anti-refugee bill



When are the key dates? 

•The Bill was published yesterday 

•There will be a debate on 19th & 20th July, 

•The stages of the bill mean that it is likely to be 
debated until Autumn





Most bills start in the House of Commons

• 650 MPs, elected by the 
people

• Current Government has 80 
seat majority

• Once a Bill is ‘introduced’ it 
has to go through a process 
before becoming law 



Second Reading 

Chance for MPs to debate the Bill; 

charities will often send a briefing 

to MPs to help them think 

through what they want to say 

MPs will often talk about how the 
Bill might impact their 
communities 



Committee Stage

This is where the bill is looked at 
very carefully by a group of cross-
party MPs. The biggest group will 
be from the Conservative Party as 
they have the majority.

Every clause and schedule of the 
Bill is examined, and charities 
often such changes (called 
amendments).



Report Stage and Third Reading 

At Report Stage, amendments 
have been made by the 
committee and there is a 
chance for more debate by all 
MPs

After the report stage, there is 
more discussion and then it 
goes to a vote. This is called 
Third Reading.



House of Lords 

• The House of Lords has 790 people 
in it. They are often called ‘Peers’

• Some are ‘hereditary’ (like the 
Queen), most are nominated by 
political parties.

• You can write to any Lord and 
share your views on the Bill  - best 
to find one with an interest in 
refugee protection

• The House of Lords will look at the 
Bill and make suggestions 
(amendments)



Parliamentary ping-pong

• The Bill then returns to the House 
of Commons. If they accepts the 
amendments of the House of 
Lords, the Bill is passed. 

• If the House of Commons rejects 
the amendments, the Bill travels 
between the House of Commons 
and the House of Lords until they 
reach an agreement but… 



Final decision belongs to the Government



Once the Bill has done through all these 
stages, it goes to the Queen to sign it off! 



So, what can we do?
• Share our stories – by telling people what its like to 

struggle to find safety … and what it means to be able 
to rebuild a life

• Show that lots of people in the UK care about those 
seeking asylum

•Make lots of noise

•Through social media 

•The Press

•By contacting your MP



• Stories will always have more of an impact and engage audiences 

more than just facts which are abstract. They help to avoid sweeping 

generalisations and connect with audiences.

• Always connect your story with the change you want to see.

• Share positive and community led stories where possible.

• Can also use examples of local welcome, support and community.

• Remember that you are in charge of sharing your history 

Share your experience 



Some ideas for key messages

• The UK has a proud history of welcoming refugees like me and want 
to see this tradition continue

• We’re calling for calling for a more effective, fair and humane 
approach to the refugee system in the UK

• We believe that people shouldn’t be given refugee status based on 
how they arrived here, but the danger they are in.

• We’re calling on the government to fundamentally rethink these 
proposals and introduce new safe routes, so that people don’t have 
to risk their life taking dangerous journeys

• Refugees want to contribute to our communities, help us 
do



• Sometimes it feels difficult to speak about refugee protection 

• There is a noisy minority who shout about it all the time but… 

• Lots of people in the UK are on our side – 25% of the population!

• Most people aren’t sure what they think about it, talking to those people is 

important but we have to think carefully about how we do it

• They believe in safety

• They like it when people do well

• They don’t like ‘big numbers’

• They don’t like being told off

Making noise – standing up for asylum



Examples of stories



‘Why would an MP listen to me?’

•Whether you can vote for them or not, if you live in 
their constituency, they represent you.

•MPs want to hear from those directly affected by the 
laws being made.

•Write to them to share your story or ask for a 
meeting. Worried about doing it alone? Ask a friend 
or ally to help!

You might help change their mind



Advice and support

• If you need legal advice or support, please contact the Refugee 
Council and they will put you in touch with the right people  0808 196 
7272

• If you want to get more active in your local area, check out City of 
Sanctuary https://cityofsanctuary.org/groups/

• If you want help in how to tell your story, you can ask the IMIX team 
media@imix.org.uk

• Join the Together With Refugees Campaign  
https://togetherwithrefugees.org.uk

https://cityofsanctuary.org/groups/
mailto:media@imix.org.uk
https://togetherwithrefugees.org.uk/


More information 

For more information about how parliament works 

https://learning.parliament.uk/en/resources/?fbclid=IwAR0gOxrLZjKpM5jXE

aHdRDfn_3KOQFw_WP0j6h5M8t_DVhNoQKaFgdTWiV0

How to find out who your MP is

https://members.parliament.uk/FindYourMP

How to contact a Lord (also known as Peers)

https://www.theyworkforyou.com/peers/

Read the Bill 

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3023/publications

https://learning.parliament.uk/en/resources/?fbclid=IwAR0gOxrLZjKpM5jXEaHdRDfn_3KOQFw_WP0j6h5M8t_DVhNoQKaFgdTWiV0
https://members.parliament.uk/FindYourMP
https://www.theyworkforyou.com/peers/
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3023/publications

